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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 01184 191446Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 PRS-01 SSO-OO INRE-00 /059 W 

191449 113520/41 

OR 191350ZFEB 77 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1858 

USLO RIYADH IMMEDIATE 

INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

USINT BAGHDAD 

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

USMISSION USUN 

USIA WASHDC 

DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 1184 

RIYADH FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA SUMMARY FOR FEB 19 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA GAVE PRINCIPAL COVERAGE TO VISIT FRENCH 
FONMIN DE GUIRINGAUD. THAWRA (ONLY DAMASCUS DAILY PUBLISHED 
SATURDAY) HEADLINED "SYRIAN-FRENCH DISCUSSIONS DEAL WITH TOPIC 
OF PEACE IN THE MIDEAST. KHADDAM AND DE GUIRINGAUD CAUTION: 

IF JUST SETTLEMENT NOT REACHED, A NEW FLARE-UP WILL THREATEN 
THE AREA." ARTICLE REPORTED DE GUIRINGAUD AND KHADDAM MET 
FOR TWO HOURS. REMARKS KHADDAM DELIVERED AT DINNER WERE 
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EXCERPTED; HE CALLED FOR INVITING PLO "TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE SEARCH FOR ANY COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF MIDEAST PROBLEM" 
AND TERMED ITS PARTICIPATION "FUNDAMENTAL CONDITION WITHOUT 
WHICH PROGRESS TOWARDS PEACE CANNOT BE MADE.." DE GUIRINGAUD 
IN REPLY EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR SYRIA'S EFFORTS IN LEBANON 
AND DECLARED THAT HIS TALKS WITH KHADDAM "INDICATE THE POSI- 
TIVE SPIRIT WITH WHICH SYRIA IS PROMOTING PEACE EFFORTS. ..BY 
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WAY OF NEGOTIATION.'' HE EXPRESSED FRENCH SUPPORT FOR PRIN 
CIPLES ON WHICH INTERNATIONAL CONSENSUS AND BEEN REACHED 
INCLUDING "ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE RIGHT OF THE PALESTINIAN 
ARAB PEOPLE TO EXPRESS ITS IDENTITY AND ESTABLISH ITS 
INDEPENDENT STATE." 

2. THAWRAALSO GAVE FRONT PAGE ATTENTION TO SECRETARY'S 
TOUR THROUGH REGION. IT REPORTED IN GENERAL TERMS MEETINGS 
SECRETARY HELD WITH KING HUSSEIN AND EGYPTIAN AND LEBANESE 
LEADERS. LATTER PART OF SAME ARTICLE DEALT PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
ISRAELI PRIMIN RABIN, FONMIN ALLON. AND AMB DINITZ. RABIN 
REMARKS THAT HE COULD FIND ALMOST NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US 
AND ISRAELI POSITIONS TOWARD PALESTINIAN ISSUE WAS REPORTED; 

AS WAS ALLON'S COMMENT THAT THE SECRETARY HAD PROMISED ISRAEL 
WEAPON "SIMILAR" TO THE CONCUSSION BOMBS. DINITZ QUOTED 
TELLING ISRAELI TELEVISION THAT DECISION TO CANCEL SALE WAS 
"ILLOGICAL AND UNPRECEDENTED." 

3. STATEMENT PRES CARTER MADE TO EMPLOYEES OF US DEPARTMENT 
OF INTERIOR CARRIED IN SPECIAL BOX ON FRONT PAGE. PRESIDENT 
REPORTED AS RECOGNIZING THAT MIDEAST AMONG PRIORITIES OF 

US FOREIGN POLICY BUT CAUTIONING THAT US COULD NOT EXERT PRESSURE ON 
PARTIES TO ACHIEVE SETTLEMENT. ARTICLE CAPTIONED, "CARTER: 

MIDEAST PROBLEM OCCUPIES PRIORITY IN AMERICAN POLICY." 

4. THAWRA ALSO CONTAINED REUTER ITEM REPORTING STATEMENT BY 
ARIEL ELIAV, FORMER ISRAELI CABINET MINISTER, CONCERNING 
CONTACTS HE HELD WITH PLO REPS DURING HIS RECENT TRIP TO 
EUROPE. ELIAV CLAIMED HE HAD MET WITH HARD-LINE PALESTINIAN 
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LEADERS AND SAID HE HOPED FOR EMERGENCE MORE MODERATE ATTITUDE 
AMONG PLO LEADERSHIP THROUGH MEDIATION OF PERSONALITIES SUCH 
AS PIERRE MENDES-FRANCE AND PRES. HOUPHOUET-BIOIGNY. 

5. MAIN EDITIORIAL CHARACTERIZED PROSPECTS FOR SETTLEMENT AS 
"NOT GLOOMY." READERS WERE CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT IT 
WOULD NOT BE "OBJECTIVE OR ACCURATE" TO PLACE "ODDS" ON 
ACHIEVEMENT OF PEACE WITHIN DESIGNATED TIME PERIOD SINCE ALL 
FACTORS FAVORING PEACE ONLY "PRESNE T ON ARAB SIDE, 

WITH A CORRESPONDING TOTAL REJECTION ON THE ISRAELI SIDE." 

EDITIORIAL ADMONISHED THAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OF THESE OPPORTUNITIES "LIES WITH EVERYBODY." PELLETREAU 
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